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The vigilance of thefe who prefide over thefe charities is 
fo exemplary, that perfons difpofed to do good can entertain 
no fufpictons of the m,/application of their bounty. Attcrbun. 

It is our duty to be provident for the future, and wifely to 
guard agamft whatever may lead us into mifapplicatiom of it. 

.-T- at , „ Roger’s Sermons. 

T ;^- PPLY • v - a ' [ms and apply. ] To apply to wrong 

Virtue itfelf turns vice, being mifapplied \ 

And vice fometime by adion's dignified. Shakefpeare. 

The holy treafure was to be referved, and iflued for holy 
ufes, and not mifapplied to any other ends. Hozvel. 

He that knows, that whitenefs is the name of that colour 
he has obferved in fnow, will not mifapply that word as long 
as he retains that idea. Locke. 

To Misapprehend, v. a. [mis and apprehend ,] Not to un¬ 
derhand rightly. 

That your reafonings may lofe none of their force by my 
mifapprehending or mifreprefenting them, I fhall give the reader 
your arguments. Locke. 

Misapprehension.?;./ [mis and apprehenfon.] Miftake ; 
not right apprehenfioir. 

It is a good degree of knowledge to be acquainted with 
the caufes of our ignorance : and what we have to fay under 
this head, will equally concern our mfapprehenfions and errors. 

Glanvilie’s Seep. 

To Misascri'be. v. a. [mis and aferibe .] To aferibe falfly. 
That may be raifafcribed to art which is the bare produc¬ 
tion of nature. Boyle. 

1 o M^sass Fgn. v. a. [mis and affign ] To affign erroneoufiy. 
We have not mifajjigned the caufe of this phenomenon. 

Boyle. 

To Misbeco'me. v. a. [mis, and become.'] Not to become; to 
be unfeemly ; not to fuit. 

Either fhe has a poflibility in that which I think impoffible, 
or elfe impofiible loves need not mifbecome me. Sidney. 

What to the dauphin from England ? 

—Scorn and defiance, flight regard, contempt. 

And any thing that may not mijbecome 
The mighty fender. Shak. Henry V. 

That boldnefs which lads get amongft their play-fellows, 
has fuch a mixture of rudenefs and an ill-turn’d confidence, 
that thofe mijbecoming and difingenuous ways of fhifting in the 
world mull be unlearned to make way for better principles. 

Locke. 

Portius, thou may’ft rely upon my conduH; 

Thy father will not a£t what mi/becomes him. Addifon. 

Misbego't. \adj. [begot ox begotten with mis.] Unlawfully 

M isbego'ten. ) or irregularly begotten. 

Contaminated, bafe. 

And mijbegotten blood, I fpill of thine. Shakefp. Henry VI. 

Your words have taken fuch pains, as if they labour’d 
To bring man-flaughter into form, fet quarrelling 
Upon the head of valour; which, indeed. 

Is valour mifbegot , and came into the world 

When feels and faflions were but newly born, Shakefp . 

The mijbegotten infant grows. 

And, ripe for birth, diftends with deadly throes 
The fwelling rind, with unavailing ftrife. 

To leave the wooden womb, and pulhes into life. Dryden. 

To MisbehaVe. v.n. [mis and. behave.] To a<ft ill or im¬ 
properly. 

Misbehaved, adj. [mis and behaved.] Untaught; ill-bred ; 
uncivil. 

Happinefs courts thee in her beft array ; 

But, like a mifbehav’d and fullen wench. 

Thou pout’ft upon thy fortune and thy love. Shakefpeare. 

Misbehaviour, n.f [mis and behaviour.] lllcondudt; bad 
pra&ice. 

The mifbehaviour of particular perfons does not at all affect 
their caufe, fince a man may a& laudably in fome refpeds, 
who does not fo in others. Addifon s Freeholder. 

Misbelief, n.f. [mis and belief.] Falfe religion j a wrong 
belief. 

Misbeli'ever. n.f. [mis and believer.] One that holds a falfe 
religion, or believes wrongly. 

Yes, if I drew it with a curft intent 
To take a mifbeliever to my bed. 

It mult be fo. Dryden’s Don Sebajiian . 

To Miscalculate. *?. [mis and calculate.] To reckon 


wrong, 


After all the care I have taken, there may be, in fuch a 
multitude of paflages, fcveral mifqnoted, mi interpreted, and 
mijcalculated. Arbuthnot on Coins. 

To Misca'l. v. a. [mis and call.] To name improperly. 

My heart will figh when I mifeal it fo. Shak. Rich. II. 

The third act, which connedts propofitions and deduceth 
conclulions from them, the fchools call difeourfe ; and we 
ihall not mifeal it if we name: it reafon. GlanviUe s beep. 

What you mifeal their fo\\y is their care. 


Dryden. 


M I S 

Misca'rriage. n.f. [mh mi carriage.] 

1. Unhappy event of our undertaking; failure; ill condufl 

. Resolutions of future reforming do not always fit It 
juftice, nor prevent vengeance for former mifJriagf 1 

When a counfellor, to fave himfelf, C<Wr '"' 

Would lay mifearriages upon his prince, 

Expofing him to publick rage and hate , 

O, !tis an adt as infamoufly bafe. 

As, fhould a common foldier fculk behind. 

And thruft his general in the front of war. Dryd Sp p r 
If the negledt or abufe of the liberty he had, to examine 
what would really make for his happinefs, mifleads him the 

?n jJ c f[ ria & es that follow on it mud be imputed to his’own 
election. ^ " 1 

A great part of that time which the inhabitants of the for¬ 
mer earth had to fpare, and whereof they made fo ill u f e 
was now employed in digging and plowing; and the excels 
of fertility which contributed fo much to their mifearriarn 
was retradfed and cut off. Woodward’s Nat. Hif. p.[[ t 

Ycur cures aloud you tell, 

But wifely your mifearriages conceal. Garth’s Difpenfatory, 
How, alas ! will he appear in that awful day, when even 
the failings and mifearriages of the righteous fhall not be con¬ 
cealed, though the mercy of God be magnified in their par- 

. . Rogers’s Sermons, 

2. Abortion ; act of bringing forth before the time. 

There mull be flying and death, as well as mifearriages 
and abortions; for there died many women with child. 

Graunt’s Bills of Mortality. 

To Misca'rry. v. n. £ mis and carry.] 

1. To fail ; not to have the intended event; not to fucceed ; to 
be loft in an enterprife; not to reach the eftedt intended. 

Have you not heard of Frederick, the great foldier, who 
mifcarried at fea ? Shakefpeare s Meafure for MeaJure. 

Our fifter’s man is certainly mifearried. Shakefpeare. 
Is it concluded he fhall be protestor ? 

— It is determin’d, not concluded yet: 

But fo it muft be if the king mifearry. Shakefp. Rich. Ill, 
If you mifearry, 

Your buflnefs of the world hath fo an end. 

And machination ceafes. Shakefp. King Lear. 

Sweet Baflanio, my fhips have all mifearried, my creditors 
grow cruel, my eftate is very low. Shak. Merchant of Venice. 

I could mention fome projects which I have brought to 
maturity, and others which have mifearried. Addifon’s Guard. 

No wonder that this expedient fhould fo often mifearry , 
which requires fo much art and genius to arrive at any per- 
fediion in it. Swift’s Mifcel. 

2. To have an abortion. 

Give them a mifearrying womb and dry breafts. Hof. ix. 14. 
So many politick conceptions fo elaborately formed and 
wrought, and grown at length ripe for a delivery, do yet, in 
the iftue, mifearry and prove abortive. South’s Sermons. 

His wife mifearried ; but the abortion proved a female foe¬ 
tus^ Pope and Arbuthnot’s Mart. Scrib . 

You have proved yourfelf more tender of another’s em- 
brios, than the fondeft mothers are of their own ; for you 
have preferved every thing that I mifearried of. Pope* 

MiscellaNe. n.f [mifcellaneus, Lax.. This is corrupted into 
majllin or mejllin.] Mixed corn : as, wheat and rye.. 

It is thought to be of ufe to make fome mifcellane in corn; 
as if you fow a few beans with wheat, your wheat will be 
the better. Bacon’s Nat. Hif. N y . 670. 

Miscellaneous, adj. [mifcellaneus, Latin.] Mingled; com- 
pofed of various kinds. ^ . 

Being mifcellaneous in many things, he is to be received 
with fufpicion; for fuch as amafs all relations muft err in 
fome, and without offence be unbelieved in many. Browne. 

And what the people but a herd confus’d, 

A mifcellaneous rabble, who extol 

Things vulgar, and well weigh’d fcarce worth the pr*i e * 

0 6 Miltoffs Par. Reg 

Miscella'neousness. n.f. [from mifcellaneous .] Competition 

of various kinds. e ■ ... 

MI'SCELLANY. adj. [1 mifcellaneus , Latin.] Mixed of various 

kinds. 

The power of Spain confifteth in a veteran army, <^ 
pounded of mifcellany forces of all nations. ^ . JJ C ° 

Mi'scellany. n. f. A mafs formed out of various kmc1. 

I muft acquit myfelf of the prefumption of having 
name to recommend any mifcellanies or works of ot er 

When they have join’d their pericranies, 

Out fkips a book of mifcellanies. 

To Misca'st. v. a. [mis and caft.] To take a wr 0 g 

Men mifcajl their days ; for in their age “f our 

account not from the day of thetr birth, bu <^7 ear 
Lord wherein they were born. _ Brown r Vulgar brm 

MischaNc^ 
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Mischance, n.f. [m> and *««.] Ill luck; ill fortune; 

mi TheTady Cefta fent him to excufe the mifchance of her 
tJfts rantno in that dangerous fort. Sidney, b. .. 

• Ext era dealing had driven her to put herfelf w.th a grea 
lady, by which occafion flie had (tumbled upon filch mfebanc 
as were little for the honour of her family. S.dney, b. ... 

View thefe letters, full of bad mfcbance. 

France is revolted. , Shakefp. p. L 

Sleep rock thy brain, _ 

And never come mifchance between us twaim Shakefpeare. 

Nothin^ can be a reafonable ground of defpiling a man but 
fome faui'chargeahie upon him ; and nothing can be a fault 
that is not naturally in a man’s power to prevent; otherwife, 
it is a'man’s unhappinels, his mifchance or calamity, but not 
:. f , South s Sermons . 

his fault. , „ . ^ 

MI'SCHIEF. n.f [mefehef, old French.] 

1. Harm ; hurt; whatever is ill and injuriouily done. 

The law in that cafe punifheth the thought; for better is 
a mif chief than an inconvenience. Spenfer on Ireland. 

Come you murth’ring minifters ! 

Wherever in your fightlefs fubftances . ' 

You wait on nature’s mif chief. Shakefpeare s Macbeth. 

Thy tongue devifetH mifehiefs. “h 2. 

Was I the caufe of mifehief } or the man, 

Whofe lawlefs luft the fatal war began ? Dryden s Mn. 


Come not thou with ?/2//?;/-rnaking beauty, 

To interpofe between us, look not on him. 

2. Ill confequence ; vexatious aiFair. 

States call in foreigners to aflift them againft a common 
enemy; but the mifehief was, thefe allies would never allow 
that the common enemy'was fubdued. Swift. 

To Mi'schie*-. v. a. [from the noun.] To hurt; to harm ; 
to Injure. 

If the greateft inward heat be not fweetened by meeknefs, 
or not governed by prudence, can it bring to our fouls any 
benefit ? rather it mifehiefs them. Sprat’s Sermons. 

Mi'schiefmaker. n. f. [from mifehief and make.] One who 
caufes mifehief. 

Mi'sckievous. adj. [from mifehief] 

1. Harmful; hurtful; deftru&ive; noxious; pernicious; inju¬ 
rious ; wicked. 

This falfe, wily, doubling difpofition is intolerably mif- 
chievous to fociety. South’s Sermons. 

I’m but a half-ftrain’d villain yet j 

But mongrel mfehievous. Dryden. 

He had corrupted or deluded moll of his fervants, telling 
them that their mafter was run mad ; that he had difinheret- 
ed his heir, and was going to fettle his eftate upon a parifh- 
boy ; that if he did not look after their mafter lie would do 
fome very mifehievous thing. Arbuthnot’s Hjfl. of John Bull . 

2. Spiteful; malicious. Ainfworth-. 

Mischievously, adv. [from mifehief] Noxioufly; hurtfully; 

wickedly. 

Nor was the cruel deftiny content 

To fweep at once her life and beauty too; 

But like a harden’d felon took a pride 

To work more mifehievoufy flow. 

And plundered firft, and then deftroy’d. Dryden . 

Mischievousness, n.f [from mifehievous.] Hurtfulnefs; per- 

nicioufnefs; wiekednefs. 

Compare the harmlefinefs, the tendernefs, the modefty, 
and. the ingenuous pliablenefs, which is in youth, with the 
mifehievoufnefs , the flynefs, the craft, the impudence, the 
falfhood, and the confirmed obftinacy found in an aged, lono- 
pradlifed iinner. South’s Sermons. 

Mi'scible. adj. [from mifeeo , Latin.] Poflible to be mingled. 

Acid fpirits are fubtile liquors which come over in diftilla- 
tions, not inflammable, mifcibU with water. Arbuthnot. 

Miscita'tion. n.f [mis and citation.] Unfair or falfe quo¬ 
tation. 

Being charged with mifeitation and unfair dealing, it was 
requifite to fay fomething ; for honefty is a tender point. 

. Collier’s View of the Stage, 

1 o Misci'te. v. a. [nns and cite.] To quote wrong. 

Miscla'im. n.f [mis and claim.] Miftaken claim. 

Error, mif claim and forgetfulnefs, become fuitors for fome 
remiflion of extreme rigour. Bacon 

Miscomputa'tion. n.f [mis computation.] Falfe reckoning 

It was a general misfortune and mifeomputation of that time* 
that the party had fo good an opinion of their own reputa¬ 
tion and intereft. Cltr J 

To Misconceive. *. <7. [ms and emuive.] To mis-judge”j 
to have a falfe notion of. J ° 
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Mif conceived Joan of Arc hath been lt,nrv VL 

A virgin from her tender infancy. F" 4 ]fe 

MisconcI'it. I n.f. [mi and concert, and concept,on.] Falie 

Misconception. S opinion; wrong n0t!o "; , , 

The other which inftead of it we are required to accep , 
is only by error and mfconceit named the ordinance o J 
Chrift; no one proof as yet brought forth, whereby i J 
clearlv appear to be fo in very deed. ^ 

It cannot be that our knowledge :hould be other than 

heap of mifconception and error the 

Great errors and dangers refult out of a mifconception of th 

names of things. Harvey °« Cm f U T‘°o<k 

It will be a great fatisfaifbion to fee thofe pieces of mo _ 

ancient hiftoiyr which have been chiefly preferved m fenp- 

ture, confirmed anew, and freed from thofe mfconceptions or 
mifreprefentations which made them fit uneafy upon the 
fpirits even of the beft men. Burnet’s Theory of the Earth. 
Adisco'NDUCT. n.f [mis and conduit.] Ill behaviour; ill ma¬ 
nagement. . i L r u 

They are induftrioufly proclaimed and aggravated by lucn 

as are guilty or innocent of the fame flips or mif conduct^ in 
their own behaviour. * Addifon s Spelt. N°. 256. 

It highly concerned them to refle£b, how great obligations 
both the memory of their paft mif conduit, and their prefent 
advantages, laid on them, to walk with care and circum- 
fpe&ion. Rogers’s Sermons* 

To Misconduct, v. a. [mis ahd conduit.] To manage ainifs; 


Ne let falfe whifpers, breeding hidden fears. 

Break gentle fleep with mifconceived doubt. ’ Spenfer 
Our endeavour is not fo much to overthrow them with 
wh r we cuutend as to yield them juft and reafonable caufes 
Of thofe things, which, (or want of due confideration here- 
'toforc, they mifconceived. - - 


Rowe. to carry on wrong. 

Misconje'cture. ?;. f [mis and conjeliuref] A wrong 
guefs. 

I hope they will plaufibly receive our attempts, or candidly 
correct our mifconjeltures. Brown’s [Vulgar Err ours. 

To Misconje'cture. v. a. [mis and conjeliuref] To guefs 
wrong. 

Misconstruction, n. f [mis and coiiftruliionf] Wrong in¬ 
terpretation of words or things. 

It pleas’d the king his mafter vqry lately 
To ftrike at me upon his mifcorjlrultion. 

When he conjunift, and flatt’ripg his difpieafure, 

Tript me behind. Shakefpeare’s King Lear. 

Others conceive the literal acceptation to be a mifeon- 
Jlruliion of the fymbolical expreflioii. Brown’s Vulgar Err - 
Thofe words were very weakly inferted where they are fo 
liable to mifconjlruliion. Stilling feet. 

To Misco'nstrue. v. a. [?nis and confh'ue. j 't'o interpret 
wrong. 

That which by right expofiticn buildeth up Chriftian faith, 
being mifconjlrued breedeth error; between true and falfe con- 
ftrudlion the difference reafon muft Ihew* Hooker, b. iii. 
We would have had you heard 
The manner ahd the purpofe of his treafons; 

That you might well have fignifted the fame 
Unto the citizens, who, haply, may 
Mifconjlrue us in him. Shakefp. Rich. III. 

Many of the unbelieving Ifraelites would have mifconjlrued 
this ftory of haankind. Raleigh . 

Do not, great Sir, mifconjlrue his intent. 

Nor call rebellion what was prudent care. 

To guard himfelf by neceffary war. Dryden’s Aurengzebe. 
A virtuous emperor was much afflicted to find his a&ions 
mifconjlrued and defamed by a party. Addifon. 

Miscontinuance, n.f. [mis and continuance .] Ceffation- 
intermifliom 

To Misco'unsel. v. a. [mis and counfel. ] To advife wrong. 
Every thing that is begun with reafon 
Will come by ready means unto his end, 

_ But things mifcounfeled muft needs mifwend. Spenfer. 

To Misco'unt. v.a. [mefcounter^, French, mis and count. ] To 
reckon wrong. J 

Mi screance. ) n.f [from mefcreaUce or mefcrbiance, fufpicion, 
Mi'scReancy. \ French.] Unbelief; falie faith; adherence 
to a falle religion. 

If thou wilt renounce thy mifcreance. 

And my true liegeman yield thyfelf for ay. 

Life will I grant thee for thy valiance. Stenfer 

l he more ufual caufes of deprivation are murther/man- 

Mp a c: U pfexT^ efy, ™f creanc y' atheifm, fimony. Ayhffe 

MISCREANT, n.f. [mefereant, French.] y jr ‘ m 

1. One that holds a falfe faith; one who believes in falfe eo ds 
feeT T° P ^i tS j uft 7 condemned >1>™ as an adulterons 

ftken ^htfivrng G d od generati ° n ° f ^ ^ 

2. A vile wretch? Hooker, b. V. 

Now by Apollo, king, 

1 hou fwear ft thy gods in vain 

S£ ” 11 ' h “ wS.tt3KS 

Addijon s Freeholder, N°. 50. 


Hooker, b. v. 


J6 Q 


Miscre'ate. 
















































































































































































































































